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Lecture: Friday, April 2, I 965 , 8:15 p.M. 
"The Rise and Fall of Angkor" 



NAME: John Alexander Pope 

ADDRESS: Home: 2425 California Street, N. W., Washington 8 , D. C. 


Office: Freer Gallery of Art, Washington 25, D. C. 


BORN: Detroit, Michigan, 4 August, 1906. 

EDUCATION: Yale College, A. B., 1930. Harvard Univ., Graduate School of Arts 
and Sciences, M. A. 1940; Ph.D. 19 55. (Chinese Studies and Fine Arts). 
Travelling Fellow of the Harvard-Yenching Institute, 1938, studying 
Chinese art in European collections and working one term at the 
Courtauld Institute, Univ. of London. 

EMPLOYMENT: Executive Secretary, Peoples Museum Assoc, of the Detroit 

Institute of Arts, 1 932—34. Lecturer ih Chinese Art, Columbia Univ. 

1941 ”43. Freer Gallery of Art, Associate in Research, 1943-46; 

Assistant Director, 1946-62; Director, 1962 to date. 

Member and frequently officer in many Oriental societies. 

Frequent travel all over Europe, in Japan, Taiwan, Philippines, and many 
other points in Asia. 

Published numerous books, and contributed many articles and book reviews to 
Artibus asiae , Ars orientalis , and many other periodicals, 

AIM AND SCOPE OF LECTURE: To trace the historic and iconographic and spiritual 
development of the Khm&r civilization beginning about 800 A.D. until its 
almost complete disappearance in the 13th century. In this short-lived 
empire man wrought his spiritual ideals into stone temples and marvels of 
sculpture and decoration of a magnificence unequaled anywhere else in the 
world. These monuments will be described and illustrated with color slides 
taken by the lecturer at the site, and the talk will close with some 
spectulation as to the reasons for the downfall of this spectacular civi- 



lization. 


